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Abstract

Using a combination of the existing literature and the author’s long-term

research on migration patterns, this article presents a critical review of the

socioeconomic problems associated with population and labor migration to

and from Taiwan during the past two decades. Population and labor migration

apparently aggravate human resource distribution in terms of quantity and

quality, in spite of its positive role in efficient manpower redistribution. A

movement toward more openness with and greater circulation of labor market

information is an effective means of reducing migration redundancy and the

undesirable effects of marginal labor migration. In terms of international

migration, problems triggered by the importation of low-skilled foreign labor

are more crucial than those associated with the immigration of foreign brides

and the emigration of Taiwanese workers to China. Conflicts and

contradictions between internal and international migration are manifested via

the negative impacts of immigrant workers on employment opportunities for

and internal migration of Taiwanese domestic laborers.

Key Words: population migration, labor migration, internal migration,

international migration, regional and urban development
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