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English-Chinese Glossary of Some
Technical Terms and Commonly-Used
Expressions for Epistemology, Ethics, Logic, and
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Compiled by,
Tim Lane ()

Notes:

1. This will always be just a
work-in-progress. Even without
invoking the paradox of the preface, |
can rationally believe that it contains
errors.  So corrections and additions are
very welcome.

2. | thank all who have previously
recommended revisions of one sort or
another.  All errors though are of course
my responsibility.

3. This simple glossary is intended solely
for pedagogical purposes. To those who
find it helpful, it is provided free of
charge. No one who assists with this
project stands to materially benefit from
it.

4. Most recent revision: November 25, 2007



abduction

(also see “inference to the best
explanation”)

about

aboutness

absent qualia problem
(Also see “qualia.”)

abstracta

access

accidental generalization

accurate (accuracy)

act

action-oriented

actual world

adapt (adaptability)

adequate (adequacy)

ad hoc (hypothesis)

ad hominem (“to a/the man”)

affective
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affirm the consequent

a fortiori
(“even more s0”)

agency/agent

agreement between determinations
made by different and

independent methods

akrasia
(“weakness of the will”)

algebraic notation

algorithm(ic), effective procedure

altruistic

ambiguity

ambiguous terms

analogue

analogy (reasoning by),
analogical reasoning

analytic/synthetic distinction

analyticity

anecdotal

anomaly

El 7\ ”'Fk['fﬁ'l';i;

= EEET Y

I £ ARV fty
A T A F

(BRI

SEATAREN AR oS

allEiks

S/~ FERy ~ FE ]| FROE PR

=
S,

?J/&ng

3y
4

=TT

5
HER B

KL= () A

73 Pk ﬁ Fk 75
S
SRSV T B

IR/ B! VR T PO



antecedent (of a conditional)

antinomy

appeal to improper authority

appeal to ignorance

anthropomorphism

a posteriori

approach (method of)

approximate, approximation

approximate truth

a priori

arbitrary (factors)

argue, argument
(“to formulate an argument”)

artificial intelligence

as if

ascriptivism

aspect

assert, assertion

associationism
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asymptotic

attention

(to) attribute to

attributes

autonomy

auxiliary (hypothesis)

(be) aware of

awareness

axiom

background beliefs

Bayes Law

(Also see, “prior probability.”)

beg the question

(Also see, “petitio principii.”)

being

belief(s)

belong to

biased sampling

Big Bang Theory
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binding problem

blindsight

“pbloomin’ buzzin’ confusion”

bootstrapping

Boolean function

bound variables

boundary

brain events

brain-in-a-vat

bridge law

bridge (principle)

broader implications

brute fact

bundle theory (of mind/self)

burden of proof

caloric theory, caloric
thermodynamics

casuistry
(Also see, “sophistry.”)
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categorical imperative

categorical statement

categorize as...

category

category mistake

causal chain

causal explanation

causation

cause

cause and effect

ceteris paribus (“all other things
are equal”)

chain of reasoning

Chaos Theory

charity, principle of

Chinese Nation Argument

Chinese Room Argument

claim, to make a

clarify, clarification
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classification

circular argument

clear and distinct

coextensive terms

cogent reasoning

(“cogito ergo sum”:
“| think; therefore, I am.”)

cognition

coherent (coherence)

coincide

coincidence (coincidental)

combinatorial (explosion)

commitment

common cause (fallacy)

compatible (compatibility)

complementary (principle)

complete(ness)

complex question

Complexity Theory
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compositional(ity) ARG (1)

compulsion élgiﬁﬂ
compute, computation at BTAE R
conation HED
conceivable [ I%?EE!
concept(ual) F G (1)
conceptual analysis a7 7
conceptual framework TEE@*—}E?F%/TE%@TE%H
concomitant variation H g
conditional (statement) Z/D—“F,/]’@?,/i’% EaN s F[J)

(“if pthen g”) = p 97
conditionalization =
confirm, confirmation ﬁJ?‘;ﬁftﬁ?ﬁfﬁé%/&??j
confirming instance — TAHIEE
conjecture }‘EﬁZEEI
conjunction i@?,/ﬁ?v

(“pand g”) tp = a7

connectionism %ﬁ?ﬁ%ﬁ
connotation [* 135/ &l FA' EEI/F% ItV Ei

consciousness ==



consecutive(ness)
consensus
consequent (of a conditional)
conservation of energy (law of)
consistent (consistency)
constant conjunction
constants (math and logic)
constitute

constituents

constraints

construct

constructive dilemma
context

context of discovery

context of justification
contingent

continuity

continuous

contradict/contradiction
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contraposition BT [/ BT

contrary I~
contrary sentences R 55 F;J/} il F,J
contrary-to-fact conditionals ~Hj ?ﬁ’ﬂ[lfé[ 3B~ g E‘M’i/[% JE=EL ?ﬁ’v[lfé[/
(see, “counterfactual conditionals™) &t Hy B E[F F[J
controlled experiment Eﬁﬁjﬂ“éﬁﬁ?
convention ARy (B R (ERY
conventionalism Héﬁ
converge ks ﬁ
convergent thinking Rag=' RlH
conversational implicature F% NV ES L ?ﬁﬁlﬁ?&:?ﬁ
conversion Al
corpuscularism *‘fi'ﬁ%
correlation ]%E;Ji@/ﬁ'%%‘l\ik
correspond(ance) AP SRR R AR (1)
corrigible RS-y
corroborate =
(to) counter N~ HE
counter-argument > %ﬁ%

counter-example/instance = BILE 1]



counterfactual conditionals

covering law model of scientific
explanation

creationism

criterion/criteria

crucial experiment

cumulative

decision procedure

decision theory

declarative sentence
deduction
deductive-nomological model

(also see, “covering-law model
of scientific explanation”)

degenerating (e.g. said of a “research

program”)

degree of confirmation

deep structure

defining characteristic

definite description

see above, “contrary-to-fact conditionals”
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definitional truth EA TR

demarcation between science R[Z5, 28R
and metaphysics

demonstrative ;C’F‘ﬁ =
DeMorgan's Laws (Al e
deny pit
deny the antecedent ?\[ TR
denote, denotation ?’F'd b ?ﬁ’?ﬁ
deontic YIS
derive, to BT
derived fek
description (levels of) it (P [flet»)
description theory of names }‘ﬁi?ﬁjﬁﬁ
design F%?r

desire ﬁfﬂ@/ﬁi?
detached iég’i}‘
determinism H{%’F—"ﬁ

diachronic @Bﬂj[%

dialectic e =



dichotomous
dichotomy
digital
dilemma
dimension

ding an sich
(see, “thing-in-itself”)

direct acquaintance

direct reference (theory of)

discern

disciplinary matrix

disconfirm

discriminate

disjunction

(porq)
inclusive “or”

exclusive “or”
disjuncts
disorder
dispositional (property)

disquotation theory
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dissolution (of problem)

distal (cause)

(also see, “proximate cause”™)

divergent thinking

dogmatism

double blind

doxa
(“opinion”)

doxastic state

dualism

Duhem-Quine Thesis

dynamics

effect

elan vital

elements

eliminative materialism

embodied (mind)

embody (in...)

emergent (property)
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emotive force

emotive words

empathy

empirical claim

empirical (finding)

empirically verifiable

empiricism

empty extension
(also see, “extension”)

end-in-itself

energy

entail

entelechy

enthymematic argument

entity

entropy

epiphenomenalism

epiphenomenon

episodic (as applied to memory)

epistemic
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epistemic privacy ?&%E@*L?J‘I‘i&

epistemology ?Jﬁiﬁ/?ﬁlﬁiﬁ
equivalent S
(to equate A with B) (A FI B A ERET IFil)
equivalent (math) ST
equivocation CANELAIEPE R Y
esse est percipi T S| Pl e P o g [ PR e T A

(“ordinary physical objects
exist only if they are perceived”)

essence EUUY Y=

etiology (also, aetiology) ’T%'LP\'F:]»%

Euclidian Geometry L O 28 5

euphemism T IfiFE

evaluate i [’P‘[/F:: £l

event Hy

every event has a cause Hy s = [ (2 F - RO
evolve, evolution iFh’]’“‘

excluded middle (principle of) £811 (&)

exemplar Ayl 2 l?i Y ]



exhaustive search S

existence, existential (SN INEY

existential commitment = gffﬁJ =

existential import T F'gﬁlf'[

existential instantiation AN

existential quantifiers VR

ex nihilo nihil fit P A
(*nothing comes from nothing™)

expected utility HARS o8

expedient fldr V=

explanatory gap E@%ﬁ@jﬁﬁﬁ EARS

explicate, explication B ENR PG T

explicit B P EE T T PR P PR

extended (as in perception/cognition) 5y (e.g. H%/?f’iiﬂ)

extension G At E

extrapolate aj’jﬁ/q e
-F-

face value %EIFF]']’I I

(there is a) fact of the matter HELr -Fé[

fallacy F”””%I{
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fallibilism

falsify

family resemblance

fecundity (e.g. of a theory)

feedback

fiction(ism)

fine-grained

first order logic

first-person (authority)

first philosophy

first principle

fitness

folk (common sense) psychology

forced interpretation

formal equivalence

formal language

formal system

framework

free will
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3

function (the causal role a TJFJ“
part plays in a system)

function (in logic and math) e

-G-
gambler's (fallacy) Eﬁr{a (Eml%;—ﬂ)
generalization iE'JE\'IJ‘I‘SE/?[ lﬁllik/?[ il
(to) generalize %%/i{/ f “‘/)[f':?]fﬁ
genetic (fallacy) R (F//?J\)
gestalt switch T A fﬁg@w
Gettier Problem AR Elfjrﬁjﬁg
(the) given (in experience) B ZfL Y ik E J/#Q?g/;qﬁ:;z
global e

Godel's Incompleteness Theorem BRI R ﬁPJ 2R

Godel Sentence VIR
gradiant of meaning IR

Grue Problem (also, New Riddle 3‘;@‘%5’IFHJ@ (Elﬂ?ffﬁxﬁjﬁlfﬂ??ﬁ?ﬂ)
of Induction)

hard/easy problem distinction HEESES BAE R
(hasty) conclusion, (& ™ M [ 5 g, A ST
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generalization, induction

Hempel’s Raven
(See, Raven Paradox)

heterogeneous (heterogeneity)

heuristic

hierarchy

higher-order

historical particulars

holism

homogeneous (homogeneity)

human idiosyncrasy

hypostatize/hypostatization

hypotheses non fingo
(“I make no hypotheses”)

hypothetico-deductive method

(iconic) representation

(iconic) sign

idea, ideas

identity
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identity statements

ideology

“if...then...” relation

if and only if,
(also, iff)

ignorance (argument to)

(* argumentum ad ignorantiam™)

illusion

image

imaginative leap

immanent

immanence

impersonal

implausible (implausibility)

implement

implicit

imply, implication

improbable

included in

incoherence (also see, “coherence”)
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incommensurable TR HE

incompatible (incompatibility) T?FE[”’FH'(‘I‘EE)
(also see, “compatible™)

inconsistent (inconsistency) T ()
(also see, “consistent™)

incorrigible T H: [STY
(also see, “corrigible™)

independent events ARgSENES
independently supported UE R S }‘njﬁ
independently testable AR EEER
indeterminacy T’ﬁ"gtﬁﬁ
indexical gl [T T PRy
indexical sign £ [F%,EI%FE
indicate eI

indicative %’F',E[ ;i;z‘ﬁ F[J
individual g

individuate AR =/ e
induction |

inertia (principle of) e (pCH)
infer, inference %ﬁ/%iﬁ/%’%’%

“from X to infer Y” e X FE Y



inference rules

inference to the best explanation
(also see “abduction™)

infinite regress

information

inherent

initial assumption

initial (or, antecedent) conditions

innate (biological)

inner ostension

input—output similarity

inquiry

inscrutability of reference

insight

instance

instantiation

instinct

instrumentalism

insufficient statistics

integrity
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intend, intention

intension

intensionality (with an “s”)

intentionality (with a “t”)

“original”

“derived”

intentional idioms

intentional stance

intentional strategy

interaction

interchangeability

internalize

interpretation

intersubjective

intrasubjective

intrinsic

introspection

intuition

invalid

invariant features
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inverse relation

inverse square (law of)

inverted spectrum thought experiment 3t~ %’%(or, (HEL A %) RIAEH R

“ipso facto”

(“in accordance with fact itself”)

irony

“is—ought” (fallacy)

isomorphic with...

isomorphism

iterate

joint method of agreement
and disagreement

justify, justification

Kinetic Theory

Kinesthetic

knowing how

knowing that
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knowledge (as, “justified, true, belief”) & ZE/f115Y - o d: fﬁ ASFERY U l'ﬁ .

knowledge (by acquaintence)

knowledge (by description)

latent

law (scientific)

law of inverse variation
(intension or extension)

language of thought
(also called, “mentalese™)

level

liar paradox

(“What 1 am now saying is false.”)

limited rationality

limiting principles

literal meaning

local

logical connectives

logical consequence

logical empiricism

logical entailment
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logical equivalence HEE 5 PR A
F

logical implication SR Yo
logical inference T TR
logical operations W T
logical operators TR BT
logical positivism %_ﬁ'ﬁﬁ?jﬁ
logical possibility SEEEI = 1
-M-
manifest [ B
mass g
material implication T
materialism P"é}"’iﬁ—ﬁﬁ
matrix HE I
matters of fact i | EJ%E] PEF
means that... ﬁn?f%
measure & /5 E
mechanical simulation PSSR
mechanism &%ﬁﬁﬂ/&%ﬁ&%

mental RS '—Fﬁ[



mental imagery

mentalese

mention

mereology

meta-

metaphor

metaphysical principle

metaphysical statement

mind-body problem

modal

model

modularity

modus ponens
(“the putting style”)

modus tollens
(“the taking away style”)

momentum

multiple realization

mutatis mutandis
(“with the necessary changes”)

R G
see “language of thought”
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mutual entailment

mutually exclusive

myth of double transduction

myth of the given

narrative

narrow content

natural kind

natural regularity

natural selection

natural sign

naturalized epistemology

necessary condition

necessity

negate, negation
(“not p”)

nominalism

nomothetic

non-conceptual content

non sequitor
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(“does not follow from”)
normal science
normative
null hypothesis

numerical identity

object language
obligation
obscurantism
observation language

observational vocabulary

SRLCHY [l -

SR F
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Occam's/Ochkam's/Ockam’s Razor & 153~ /s F U

(Also see, “parsimony.”)
occurent (state)
ontogeny
ontological
ontological commitment
ontological relativity
opaque context

operational definition

Ell_k E[fj/ I’ﬁé@ (}E[Jxﬁ-?)
e

L3

wEE 5]
FH

S

i
=

i
mm
4

=
jmd

¢

1]

=

=

P S

B [ RS 5 [

31



opposites E R

=

optimality B
optimum R
ordinary language (philosophy) ﬁ ”ffﬂ‘f | (ﬁﬂ
organizing principle A e R U]
ostension ?‘F',%"'J/?‘F',?E
ostensive definition il ?‘F',HE/ PR YEEE e
other minds et YRy
ought ’JIE'ZW’EEF*,
overall evaluation = ﬁ%F:'j 3]
overgeneralize I I je=
override mE

-P-
pain (of the body) AR
pain (of the mind, anguish) R =R
paradigm I i/ iy
parameters 2
paradox REGRT ‘[?‘F?E/‘H‘FET‘J

parallel distributed processing (PDP) 5 ﬁ@ﬂ’zﬁi‘



parochialism

parsimony
(Also see, “Occam's Razor”)

particulars

pattern

pattern recognition

perceptual knowledge

peripheral

per se
(“by itself”)

percepts

personal identity

persuasive definition

petitio principii
(“asking for the first thing”)

phenomenal experience

phenomenological description

phenomenological quality

phlogistic chemistry

phlogiston
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see “beg the question”
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phrenology

phylogeny

physical symbol system

pictorial thinking

placebo (effect)

plasticity

plausibility

point to

polar concepts

positivism

possible world (semantics)

post hoc ergo propter hoc
(“after this therefore because of this”)

postulate

potential falsifier

practical reason

pragmatism

precise (precision)

pre-condition

predicament
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predicate, predicate term
(two place, three place)

predictive equivalence

prefer, preference

prejudge, prejudgement

premise

prescriptive

presuppose, presupposition
(“X presupposes Y”)

prima facie
(“at first view”)

prime number

primitive

prior

prior knowledge

prior probability
(Also see, “Bayes Law.”)

prisoner's dilemma

private language argument

privileged access

probability
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procedural

process

productivity

projectability

proof by contradiction

property
(“macro-" and “micro-")

proposition

propositional attitude

propositional content

proprioception

prosopagnosia

proto-science

prototype

provincialism

provisional conclusion

proximate cause
(also see, “distal cause™)

pseudo-problem

pseudo-science
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See, “Reduction ad absurdum.”
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psychological predicates

public knowledge

puzzle-solving

quale, qualia

qualities (primary and secondary)

quandary

quantified variables

quantifier

quantitative—qualitative

quasi-

questionable cause

Q.E.D.
(“quod erat demonstrandum™)

quibble

quiddity

radical translation

raison d'etre
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random SRS/ = 7 A

range b L
ratiocination HEZE
rational agent R R H

(Also see, “agent.”)

raven paradox (Hempel's Raven) Hﬁr%'lﬁﬁ?q
raw feels AR
realism E'ﬁ'fiﬁﬁlpéﬁﬁ'ﬁ
reality T
recognition el
recursive (definition) DR (H)
red herring (fallacy of) AR pup F’*(EJ )]
reductio ad absurdum (RAA) EL-?}F ii/’zfy?i/%lr, =
reduction RSN

(“X reduces to Y.”) ("X =733E] Y.7)
reductionism i { “‘F:]ﬁ/ﬁ [ “‘F:%
redundant ChR
refer, reference MEZEAE
reference fixing TEE
referential opacity AT PR P PR
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referential transparency

(to) reflect, reflection

reflective thoughts

reflex movements

reflexive

reflexivity

refute (refutability)
regress

regularity
regulative principle
reify, reification
reinforcement
relational properties
relations of ideas
relevance

remote cause
repeatable
representation
requirement of total evidence
res cogitans

res extensa

research program
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resemblance

retrodiction (also, postdiction)

revisable
rhetorical question
rigid designator
rigor
rule-governed
rule-following

rules of inference

salient

sample

scientific realism
scandal of philosophy
scope
second-order
self-contradiction
self-evident
self-organization
self-reference
self-refuting
semantic ascent

semantic features

)
W
s
Pt TR SR
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FIFEpY
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semantic network
sensa

sense data
sensori-motor skill
sensory perception
sentience
sequential

serial

set (theory)
similarity (judgement)
sine qua non

situatedness

skepticism

slippery slope (fallacy)

small sample (fallacy)
solipsism

sophism

sorities

sound (reasoning or argument)
specious

specify

speculate, speculation
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speech acts ﬁzﬁﬁ}ﬁ i /[% =

speech community ?;Eﬁ:ﬁﬁfﬁf/?, SrmkRE
spontaneous AE Y EY RE e
statement i {ua

state (e.g. mental or physical) ANE
states-of-affairs Hijiz

stereotype B[l

stipulate F%{L_/tp;%
stimulus, stimuli bzg

straw man (fallacy) TN (f%?”if@
stream of consciousness =0 3

strengthen (an argument) M- B -JJ/hgﬁF}/éIF} [~ (F:]ﬁ%—“)
strict implication %ﬁf?ﬁ
subject(ivity) = *ﬁg('lﬁ)

subject term = 5

subjunctive Tﬁiﬁ%?ﬁ 3
subsistent [E=3

substance ORI PRI
substantive T Ry
substitutivity ﬁ]’*‘ &3

sufficient Fo 53/ L
superposition i

supervene on, supervenience (thesis) [ A 2 JPfT e 2 (I%il)

“X properties supervene on Y properties”  “PEET X 5 [EEVY RS £



supported by premises
suppressed evidence
syllogism
synaesthesia
synchronic

synonymy

synoptic

syntactic engine
synthetic a priori
synthetic proposition

systematicity

tabula rasa (“a blank page”)
tacit (knowledge)
take-for-granted

tautology

taxonomy

teleology

telos

tentative

term

testable

testimony
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theoretical construct i‘%ﬁﬁ%}
theory-laden fﬁ‘J"E | i‘ﬁﬂﬂlﬁﬁ EIHl

thing-in-itself (Also see, “ding an sich.”) #sf 15)/#s EI?E}

thought (gedanken) experiment Ne A eIy Ty
threshold il

token SR AT R q%ﬁ‘%d:/@%
tolerance, principle of PLANEVRL

topological space ﬁ[%@“ﬂﬂ

transcendental iég &%ﬁ@/% By

transduce, transduction LEISIAL

transformation ﬂ;@ii‘gj

transitive relation (B [

transparent context DA

trial and error 545 [?U?{i‘%ﬁ?i
triangulate = RS

trivial %TL]%%E‘%I/FF‘JFE/@WJ bhGLRE
truth (of fact) (Hignd gl

truth (of reason) CEI#) 4 2R

truth conditions EQIEAEs
truth-preserving EQUiR= IR

truth table COHES

truth values H i/ i

Turing Test PRAHIRE /[ b e
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S

type A
-U-
ultimate causation Tm RGBT RCE
ultimate nature A [T
ultimate reality RSB
uncertainty principle (Heisenberg's) PR Q5 AE)
unconscious G
underdetermination of physical theory %"’J%ﬂﬁf’ﬁﬁﬁff LEEt
underdetermination thesis T PR
underdetermine I Ll Iyt
unextended o 2 AR
uniform R
uniformity of nature (law of) FIp— ()
universal (in logic) = (GRS
universal law fﬁ"}}ﬁﬁf\_@
universal proposition =F AHEE
universality ?»i i
universals (in epistemology) HA! (F?’J%SFT%
unknowable ARy
use—mention (distinction) ffl E'J—%EE-—‘U/?EE/?E?’F} (B M
-V-
vague, vagueness Fﬁiﬁilfﬁi f{ HIB A
SIS

valid, validity (truth-preserving form)
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variable

verbal dispute

verifiability principle

verify, verification
verification theory of meaning
verisimilitude

vicious circle argument

R CE1 IR
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BRI R

R e R
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Vienna Circle (Also see, “logical positivism.”) #5755 51

virtual machine
vitalism
volition

voluntary action

warranted assertability
weaken (an argument)
well-formed-formula (WFF)
well-structured problem
what-it-is-like

will

wishful thinking
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