Dr Yih-Dau Wu

ydw20@nccu.edu.tw
English Oral Training (I)
Wednesday 13:10-16:00
Course description: 
This course seeks to develop students' ability to communicate properly and accurately in English. It will focuses primarily on listening and speaking skills. We aim at providing a lively forum in which students can present their own ideas and respond to the opinion of others in an organised manner. We also train students to ask searching and intelligent questions capable of furthering a conversation. 

This is not only a language training course. Equally important is the cultivation of your social sensitivity, global vision and moral integrity. Ideally, keeping in touch with international news and sharing ideas with your classmates will encourage you to think more deeply about the meaning of life, freedom, faith, courage, hope and love.
Requirements:

(1) Each week our class will begin with a listening comprehension exercise. You are required to download the news podcast from the Internet, highlight some important expressions therein, compile your own listening comprehension quizzes, and raise some interesting issues for further discussion.
(2) Our weekly discussion will revolve around a central theme (see below). You are required to find a video programme related to this theme, introduce it to the whole class and lead discussions. 
(3) To sum up, there are 2 kinds of presentations by 2 different groups per week. Depending on the size of our class, each group will have to undertake at least two different presentations before mid-term. We will change group members after our mid-term exam. 
(4) You are required to do individual presentation for your mid-term and final exam, on ‘the language of love’ and ‘our world’ respectively. Post anything (video clips, news articles, interesting pictures …etc.) on Moodle that you think may provide a source of inspiration for your classmates. Minimum 2 entries per person. 
Grading policies: 

Attendance, weekly presentations and participation 45%, Mid-term presentation 20%

Final presentation 20%  Contribution to Moodle 5% Weekly quizzes 10%
You will be positively rewarded if you never miss a single class.
Schedule:

	Week 1 

(19th February) 
	Introduction (I): getting to know each other 
Introduction (II): what are we going to do in this semester?
Introduction (III): some on-line resources 

Listening exercise and discussion—ICRT news

Preparing for group presentations 

	Week 2 

(26th February)
  
	Central theme: gender roles
Gender representations in Disney cartoons  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rW0CXsHWHeM

	Week 3  

(5th March)
	Central theme: science and technology
‘Connected but alone’

http://www.ted.com/talks/sherry_turkle_alone_together.html   
     

	Week 4

(12th March)
	Central Theme: service and volunteering
 

	Week 5
(19th March)
	Central Theme: : culture, manners and etiquette   
‘Pop culture in the Arab world’

http://www.ted.com/talks/shereen_el_feki_pop_culture_in_the_arab_world.html 

‘Places that do not exist--Taiwan’

http://www.shootandscribble.com/sr/page6/page7/page7.html

	Week 6

(26th March)
	Central Theme: poverty, wealth, benevolence, luxury 

‘Child poverty in American’ http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vK4PvcVAbes   



	Week 7 

( 2nd April)
	Central Theme: Work and life
‘The Royal Family at Work’
http://documentaryheaven.com/the-royal-family-at-work/ 

	Week 8

(9th April)
	Central Theme: getting older

	Week 9

(16th April)
	Mid-term presentations on ‘the language of love’ 


	Week 10
(23rd April)  
	Central theme: travel and tourism

	Week 11
(30th April)
	Central theme: body image 

Baby Beauty Queen part 1 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GVHgXgRPVis  

   

	Week 12
(7th May)
	Central Theme: Health and medicine


	Week 13
(14th May)
	Central Theme: bullying and school days

	Week 14
(21th May)
	Central Theme: environment

	Week 15
(28th May)
	Central Theme: phobias

	Week 16
(4th June)
	Central theme: families in the 21st century
‘The World’s Strictest Parent—Australia’

http://documentaryheaven.com/the-worlds-strictest-parents-australia/  

	Week 17
(11th June)
	Central theme: fame, popularity and notoriety

	Week 18

(18th Jan)
	Final presentations on ‘Our World’  
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