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The Confusion between “Buddha-nature”
and “Buddha-gotra”: Centering on the
Foxing Lun and the Dasheng Qixin Lun

Keng, Ching”

Abstract

This paper argues that there existed a confusion between the notions of “Buddha-
nature” and “Buddha-gotra” in the sinification of Buddhism, and tries to investigate the
impacts of this confusion on Buddhism and Confucianism in China. To begin, as early as
the Mahaparinirvana-satra there already existed the ambiguity regarding whether
“Buddha-nature” refers to the cause to or to the fruit of Buddhahood. Following this, the
Foxing lun identifies the Buddha-gotra, i.e., the “Buddha-nature as the cause to
Buddhahood,” with Thusness, i.e., the “Buddha-nature as the fruit of Buddhahood.” This
confusion was further developed in the Awakening of Faith. Afterwards, the mainstream
of Chinese Buddhism insisted that all sentient beings are endowed with both the
“Buddha-nature as the cause” and the “Buddha-nature as the fruit,” and for this reason,
one does not need to look for anything outside of the mind to become a Buddha. I argue
that this scheme has huge impact on the development of Confucianism as well as
Buddhism after mid-Tang dynasty in China. I conclude by the observation that the

sinification of Buddhism involves very complicated mechanism and cannot be adequately
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explained by oversimplified models.

Keywords:

Buddha-nature, Gotra, Inherent, Mahaparinirvana-Sitra, Foxing

Lun, Awakening of Faith
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