College English I, Fall 2016
Foreign Language Center (FLC), National Chengchi University (NCCU)
Last updated: October 31, 2016
Instructor: Shu-Chen Huang黃淑真, Professor, FLC, NCCU
Office: 742 Research Building
Tel: 2939-3091 campus extension 88126



Email: huang91@nccu.edu.tw
Office hours: 12:00~14:00 p.m. Thursdays and Fridays or by appointment 
Teaching Assistants: 
Heidi Tseng曾慈儀 104551007 heidimusic7@gmail.com (Tuesday class & Moodle)
Chia-I Chou 周嘉怡 105161005 rabbit824@hotmail.com (Thursday & Friday classes)
Course e-platform: http://moodle.nccu.edu.tw; http://moocs.nccu.edu.tw 
Course Description: 

College English I is the first half of the required four-credit, four-skill comprehensive English language course designed for NCCU freshmen. In this class, learners will practice reading, listening, speaking, and writing along with the unit themes introduced. Students will be guided by the instructor in developing fluency through a range of classroom activities and after-class assignments. More specifically, learners will be directed to focus on writing well-structured paragraphs.  
Course Objectives:

By the end of the semester, learners who fulfilled the course requirements are expected to have acquired or done the following.
· Vocabulary related to the unit themes

· Language exercises contextualized in real-life scenarios
· Practices of target structures using familiar language forms 

· Key listening skills such as inferring and note taking

· Reading of articles under a variety of genres and topics

· Lots of speaking opportunities in conversations and presentations

· Knowledge and practice on paragraph writing
Textbook:

Blass, L., & Williams, J. (2016). 21st Century Reading 4. Boston: National Geographic Learning/Cengage Learning. (available in campus bookstore)
Grading Scheme:
· 3 Unit Quizzes 20% (Weeks 5, 8, 11: 5% Unit 2 + 5% Unit 3 + 10% Unit 5) 共三次小考, 題型包括聽寫, 聽答, 克漏字聽寫, 生字造句, 申論簡答題. 簡答題備有題庫, 均與課文內容有關, 課程中將反覆練習簡答題, 題庫內簡答題將出現在小考及大考中.
· Proposing Question-bank Answers + Providing Lesson Annotations 15%
a) 在Unit 2 問題演示過後, 每個同學會被分配到後續三個units的問題 (助教約在第五周公布每位同學負責的題號), 在課堂討論前將各自擬定的答案上傳到Moodle討論區, 助教會在討論區回應並協助修改, 課堂中再由老師挑選部分講解如何改進答案. 題庫討論區依題號排列, 開放給所有修課同學參考, 也歡迎同學沒被指定到該題的自願上傳答案或回應同學已上傳的答案. 上傳需在當課結束前完成.

b) 在助教演示過Unit 2 Lesson A + Lesson B註解後, 1-6組, 每組自Unit 3 開始負責一部份的課文內容註解, 包含生字, 片語, 及相關背景知識, 以英文解釋, 例句, 輔以中文說明, 以輔助理解課文. 分工如下: Group 1: Unit 3 Lesson A; Group 2: Unit 3 Lesson B, Group 3: Unit 5 Lesson A; Group 4: Unit 5 Lesson B; Group 5: Unit 8 Lesson A; Group 6: Unit 8 Lesson B. 上傳需在當課結束前完成.
· Final Exam 25% (Week 17) Covering 4 units and the Online Cross-culture Course

第17週舉行期末紙筆測驗, 範圍涵蓋課本 Units 2, 3, 5, 8及線上跨文化課程, 考試方式將與小考類似, 均有相當比例出自各單元簡答題庫.

· Group Work 30% 
· 1. Online Culture Course 10% 第15週以線上課程Cross-cultural Communication 三單元取代面授, 學生小組將依指示研讀線上課程並完成小組書面報告.
· 2. Project Report 20% (Week 14) 全班分成六至七組, 任選Unit 2及Unit 3 project做期末小組上台報告, 長度約12分鐘 (+/-2分鐘), 第3週交小組名單給老師, 第6週在Moodle 平台Project 討論區交出小組題目及大綱, 第9週在相同平台交小組ppt草稿, 第12, 13週與助教約課外練習時間進行預演並依助教意見修正, 第14周正式上台報告.
Students will be divided into 6~7 groups and work together on one project from either Unit 2 or Unit 3 (pp. 39 & 55). Each group has 12 minutes or so for the final presentation to the class in Week 14. Group list should be submitted in Week 3, topic and outline proposed in Week 6, ppt ready in Week 9. Two weeks before the presentation day, each group does a rehearsal with TA to modify content and delivery.
· Class Participation 10% (all time) 設座位表以方便記錄，課堂討論請盡量參與，朗讀、演示答案、發表意見，參與情形每週記錄, 不參與討論發言者此部分沒有分數.
Tentative Schedule

	#
	Dates
	1st Session
	2nd Session
	Homework and Due Dates

	1
	9/13
9/15 (off)

9/16 (off)
	Romanization of Chinese characters; Different Romanization systems; Studying real business cards for Romanization examples
	

	2
	9/20

9/22
9/23
	Introduction – syllabus, textbook, grading scheme and other requirements 
	Unit 2 Success and Failure, Lesson A
Learn through listening 
	Lesson A listening and reading aloud

	3
	9/27

9/29

9/30
	Unit 2 Success and Failure, Lesson A

	Unit 2 Success and Failure, Lesson B
	Group list due

	4
	10/4

10/6
10/7
	Unit 2 Success and Failure, Lesson B
	Unit 2 Project Discussion
Criteria and grading rubrics
	Practicing answers for question bank

	5
	10/11

10/13
10/14
	Unit 2 Quiz
	Unit 3 Power Shifts, Lesson A

	

	6
	10/18

10/20
10/21
	Unit 3 Power Shifts, Lesson A
Identifying reference markers
	Unit 3 Power Shifts, Lesson B

	Group project topic and outline due on Moodle

	7
	10/25

10/27
10/28
	Unit 3 Power Shifts, Lesson B
	Unit 3 Project Discussion
	

	8
	11/1

11/3
11/4
	Unit 3 Quiz
	Unit 5 Hope and Equality, Lesson A
	

	9
	11/8

11/10

11/11
	Unit 5 Hope and Equality, Lesson A

Analyzing sentence structure
	Unit 5 Hope and Equality, Lesson B
	Group project ppt due on Moodle

	10
	11/15

11/17

11/18
	Unit 5 Hope and Equality, Lesson B
	Project Discussion
	

	11
	11/22

11/24

11/25
	Unit 5 Quiz
	Unit 8 Future Jobs, Lesson A
	

	12
	11/29

12/1

12/2
	Unit 8 Future Jobs, Lesson A
	Unit 8 Future Jobs, Lesson B
	Group project rehearsal with TA

	13
	12/6

12/8

12/9
	Unit 8 Future Jobs, Lesson B
	Introduction to Online Culture Lessons
	Group project rehearsal with TA

	14
	12/13

12/15

12/16
	Group Project Report
	Group Project Report
	

	15
	No class meeting
	Online Culture Lessons 


	Online Discussions
	

	16
	12/27

12/29

12/30
	Wrap-up for Online Course
	Review for Final Examination
	

	17
	1/3

1/5

1/6
	Final Examination
	

	18
	1/10

1/12
	Film Viewing


Notes: 
· The syllabus, related requirements, and grading are subject to change when the instructor feels changes are necessary. Changes will be announced in class and posted on the e-Learning platform.
· Students are expected to spend about three hours each week studying for this course.

· An absence is an absence, whatever the reason. The maximum number allowed for each student is three. Being absent for more than three times equals failing the course.
小考、期末考考試方式
Cloze, Dictation, or Cloze Dictation

Giving word meaning/definition in English

Making new sentences with newly-learned words and phrases

Short-answer questions from the Question Bank 
Listen to part of a TED talk and answer relevant questions briefly

Discussion Questions 題庫
每課預擬問答題若干，均可事先準備或與老師助教同學討論，以課本內容為本，從內容的重述、摘要，到個人相關經驗的討論、意見的抒發、衍伸、擴充，針對問題精簡回答，大約一分鐘能說完的內容，書寫若干完整合文法的句子，充分運用課文內所學的字彙與片語。題目將重複在課程中練習並出現在小考與期末考試中。第一個單元Unit 2的答案將由老師及助教演示, 公布在題庫討論區供所有同學參考, 其餘單元(Units 3, 5, 8)的題庫答案將指定同學預擬, 並在指定期限前上傳至Moodle題庫討論區, 供上課討論.
Unit 2 
1. What is “a school in the cloud”? (pp. 26-27, 29)
· When and how did it start?

· Where and who are the students?

· How do students learn? (p. 29)

2. Who are Skype Grannies and what do they do? (pp. 27-28; #1, #2)
· Are they male or female?

· How old are they?

· Give an example of a Skype Granny. (briefly describe Swancott)

· What do they do? (use information from p. 28, #2)

3. Name one or two things you know about David Swancott and explain in some detail. (pp. 28-29; #3, #4)
· E.g. Tell the story in #4.
· E.g. Retell his opinions in #5 or #6.
4. Do you think Swancott is positive about the U.K. education system? Why? Will you make similar comments on Taiwan’s education? Why? (pp. 28; #5, #6)
5. Do you think children in Taiwan can benefit from Skype Grannies? Why?
6. Please summarize Diana Laufenberg’s TED Talk. (pp. 36-37, headings of the two parts)
7. How is your education different from your grandparents’ education?

8. Compare “getting information” with “experiential learning”? How are they different? 
9. Comment on Diana Laufenberg’s TED Talk. Which part impressed you the most? Why?
10. Do you think your children will go to school to receive education the way you do? Why?

Unit 3
11. Summarize the article “Driving Change.” (p.46)
12. Why could Rickshaw driving now be a job for women? (p. 44)

13. What is Ummeed ki Rickshaw? (p. 44)

14. Please describe the graph on p. 45 to someone who cannot see it.
15. Please describe women workforce in Taiwan.

16. Who is Sheryl Sandberg?

17. What is the problem indicated in Sandberg’s TED Talk?

18. What are the advices that Sheryl Sandberg gave to women?

19. Please describe the Heidi/Howard case and the message behind it.

20. Do you agree with Sandberg’s arguments in her TED talk? Why? 

Unit 5

21. Who is Renee C. Byer and what does she do?

22. Describe the map shown on pages 74 and 75 and the information it provides.

23. Please describe the picture of 3 Indian boys playing on their bed and the message Byer wants to convey.

24. What do you know about Justina Koko? And what would be the benefit of getting people around the world to know cases such as Koko’s?

25. Do you think Taiwan has similar problems as described in the article? Please explain.

26. Who is Bono and the two different roles he plays?

27. What good news does Bono tell his audience in his TED talk?

28. What is preventing the possibility of Zero Zone 2028, according to Bono?

29. What solutions does Bono propose to solve the problems he saw?

30. Which method do you think works better in raising awareness about poverty—Bono’s factivism or Byer’s photos? Explain.
Unit 8

31. What jobs do you think may become automated in the next ten years? Why?
32. What are some things that robots and computers can’t do well? Why?

33. Who is Watson the IBM supercomputer and what did Watson accomplish in 2011?

34. How does Watson create a recipe?

35. What comments do you have regarding the issue of “machines making human obsolete”?

36. Who is Andrew McAfee and what is his idea worth spreading?

37. According to McAfee, why is the age of technological unemployment finally at hand?
38. What do the two names of Bill and Ted represent in McAfee’s TED talk?

39. What are the solutions McAfee proposed in his talk?

40. Imagine your future job, including how computer (or artificial intelligence) may play a role in it.
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